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Today is Bible Sunday and most churches will be following the readings set for that day. In these

Reflections I am seeking to follow the Lectionary readings in a continuum so these readings follow

from last week.

Many of you know that I am a fan of the ‘Brother Cadfael’ novels of Ellis Peters. Brother Cadfael is a

medieval Benedictine monk who looks after the herb garden at Shrewsbury Abbey. He is rather like

a medieval Miss Marple solving crimes in his spare time! One of the books is called’ ‘A Rare

Benedictine’ and one of the short stories involves a blind man who begs outside St. Mary’s Church in

the city as did his father before him. It is a good spot and he makes enough to live on and sleeps in a

dry warm hay loft. It is this man Cadfael uses to trick the murder into revealing his identity.

The link between this and our gospel reading is that it deals with a blind beggar. There is a further

link as we shall see later. In this case the blind beggar is identified as Bartimaeus son of Timaeus,

‘bar’ simply means son of. The blind beggar is clearly identified in this event. But once again we

need to look at its context because it is important.

Jesus is on the road to Jerusalem; it is his final journey. Last week we heard him issue a warning in

clear terms and for the third time as to what his fate would be when he reached his goal. It would

be to be handed over to the authorities, first Jewish and then Roman and to be condemned to a

horrifying death. That was the fact. Anyone who stood alongside him must be aware that they were

in danger.

BUT on the third day he would ‘rise from the dead.’ What a huge statement to make. And how do

James and John, two of his closest followers react? ‘Can we sit one at your right and one at your left

in glory!’



Once again the cry is me, me, me. Can we have the highest status, can we have the power, can we

share the glory? They have missed the point they are metaphorically blind to Jesus’ way, his true

way. They will have to learn and quickly, there is so little time left. Our reading begins,

46 ‘They came to Jericho.’ From Jerusalem to Jericho is only about 18 miles, not long, not far. Next

will come Jesus’ triumphal entry into the city. He will begin his last week in the city.

From the metaphorical and spiritual blindness of the disciples we have the healing of the blind

beggar. Mark sets the scene carefully and we can picture it clearly.

‘As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind

beggar, was sitting by the roadside.’

Jesus is leaving the city behind him; he is travelling to keep Passover in Jerusalem as thousands

more would do. There are crowds around him. It is hot and dusty. Jesus is on a mission, to fulfil his

Father’s will, to rescue lost humanity. He knows what he must face, his mind must have been in

turmoil and yet-

47 ’When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David,

have mercy on me!’ 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son

of David, have mercy on me!’

The reaction of many of the crowd is to tell him roundly to shut up. I wonder if the disciples did so.

They certainly have before. To say that a blind person or any disabled person had little status would

be an understatement. Added to that was the slur that it must have been because of their sin or

their father’s sin. Remember the story of the blind man told in John 9

1‘As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,

this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents

sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.’

In this case it is the disciples who ask the question. Jesus’ answer is a round denial. Thus lifting any

feelings of guilt from the man’s shoulders, guilt he may have felt all through his life because of a

cruel belief.

The crowd in the story of Bartimaeus are happy to dismiss him as not worth the notice of anyone let

alone Jesus. Remember in a few hours Jesus will be hailed as Messiah and enter the city as such.

Why then, think the crowd, should this man be noticed; he is just in the way.

Not so. All people are equal to Jesus, all are precious in the sight of God. The disciples’ status

seeking is the opposite to the way of Jesus. All are children of his heavenly Father. All who turn to

Jesus will be saved.

Just look again at what Bartimaeus shouts out,

‘he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’

To begin with he won’t ignore those who shout him down, he won’t be browbeaten and he won’t

give up. He hails Jesus as ‘Son of David,’ in other words as the Messiah. Not just a healer who might

just be able to help him but the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Bartimaeus’ cry prefigures

the ‘Hosannas’ in Jerusalem but he will remain constant.



Now look at what Jesus does, as so many times before. He ignores what the crowd wants, what his

disciples want, and turns to the individual in need. Mark is meticulous in recording in detail what

happened.

49 ‘Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here.’ And they called the blind man, saying to him, ‘Take

heart; get up, he is calling you.’ 50So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then

Jesus said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’’

The crowd tells him to be cheerful and go to Jesus. He casts his cloak aside, probably with the

money he has collected on it. People would spread out a cloak as a modern person would put out a

hat. Either way it seems as if he is casting away worldly concerns and goes to Jesus. Jesus’ question

is very searching. Remember how he has said the same to James and John and they ask for glory

and power. He turns to Bartimaeus and asks the searching question, ‘What do you want me to do

for you?’’

Of course Jesus knows the man wants to see again. But the question goes deeper, when you can

see, your life will be changed, are you ready for that? This links back to the blind beggar in the

brother Cadfael story in an age where life was so often nasty, brutish and short he had a fairly safe

life and comfortable billet. There was a civil war raging and a sighted man might be called on to fight

and die. Would that man want his life turned upside down or was he ok as he was?  Well that is the

challenge Jesus is issuing in those words. If I heal you, if your sight is restored, are you ready for all

that that will mean? A job, responsibilities, a new life with all that entails. Think of a similar

challenge that Jesus gave to the rich young ruler, remember how he refused to give up his way of

life, how he slunk away. Not so Bartimaeus, he answers clearly.

51’ The blind man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see again.’

Once again we have the meeting of eyes as Jesus searches the soul of the blind man. Bartimaeus

passes the test with flying colours. As Jesus says 52 ‘Go; your faith has made you well.’ How many

times have we heard those words? This man doesn’t simply want to see again; he has faith in Jesus

as the Son of David, the anointed one promised in the scriptures, the Messiah. Bartimaeus does not

simply thank Jesus and go on his way,

‘Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way.’

Bartimaeus is an example to us all, he may be physically blind but he is spiritually clear sighted,

more so than some of the disciples it seems. He acknowledges Jesus as the one who comes in the

name of the Lord. His faith in Jesus is so strong it leaves no room for doubt; he knows in his heart

that Jesus has the power to overcome the physical world.

Then most importantly he follows Jesus, ‘on the way’ we remember that the first Christians were

called ‘followers of the way’.

The story of Bartimaeus has many hidden depths and it is a story of faith and discipleship which

echoes down the ages and has a lot to teach us today.



The reading we looked at from Hebrews last week was from chapter five, this week the reading is

from chapter seven but the writer continues the same theme of ‘Our great high priest who has

passed into the heavens, Jesus the son of God.’

It is interesting to look back to the beginning of chapter seven because it puts our reading in its

context. To begin with we remember the quotation,

‘You are a priest forever,

according to the order of Melchizedek.’

If you look at chapter seven it tells of Melchizedek, the king and priest and contemporary of

Abraham, (Abraham who is of course the founding father of many nations). The titles of

Melchizedek were, ‘king of righteousness’; and king of peace.’ We can see how these are applied to

Jesus.

Jesus sealed a new covenant with God, 22’accordingly Jesus has also become the guarantee of a

better covenant.’ The covenant of Jesus is the last covenant God makes with humanity. Jesus

supersedes all need for temple worship.

23’ Furthermore, the former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death

from continuing in office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever.’

The high priest was descended from Aaron. The Levitical priests served in temple worship and as

they died were replaced. Jesus supersedes all that. He is our ‘great high priest who has passed into

the heavens.’ Jesus died and rose again and at his ascension took our humanity to the throne of

God. He is eternal; priest forever. The role of the priest was to offer sacrifices and to intercede for

the people to God. Jesus continually intercedes to his Father for us. What is more, as human he

knows our humanity because he walked this earth.

There is only one way to God and that is through Jesus Christ. He died for us on the cross; he offered

the sacrifice of himself in love therefore putting an end to sacrifices forever.

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Jesus died at Passover; John has him

dying on the cross as the Passover lambs are sacrificed. The blood of the lamb saved the people at

Passover, the blood of Jesus wins salvation for us forever.

27’Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins,

and then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he offered himself.’

Jesus is human and divine, he knew all about temptation he had to struggle against it as we all do

and it cost him dear, just look at the agony in the garden. Unlike us however, he did not sin.

25 ‘Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through him, since he

always lives to make intercession for them. 26 For it was fitting that we should have such a high

priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. ‘

Jesus is the fulfilment of the law and the scriptures. In Jesus all comes to fruition. He is the

co-creator whose advent heralded in God’s new creation.

When we pray to God we know that Jesus understands our every fear, our every weakness and our

every joy.



Soon Jesus will enter Jerusalem to face the final trial. He will carry the sins of the world on his

shoulders but he will triumph over sin and death.  He will win salvation for all who truly turn to him,

for all who like Bartimaeus follow him on the way.

‘Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide. Strength

for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine with ten thousand beside’ T. O Chisholm
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